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Abstract As a cognitive, emotional and psychomotor ability, the reading not a 
skill that people gained from birth and it is developed by the educational 
process. It can be also defined as a social need for humans. It is an 
active activity that directly affects the individual's ability to communicate 
with the worldview, level of knowledge, and communication skills. 
However, reading ability doesn't include only rapidity, accuracy, auto- 
maticity and prosody, reading comprehension is also the most crucial 
part of these skills. Reading comprehension and literacy is accepted as 
an important skill and assessed in different grades by the different in¬ 
ternational reading literacy studies, such as PISA and PIRLS. Increasing 
reading literacy is one of the strategic goals besides the mathematical 
lliteracy for developed countries to improve at the national level in 
their educational policies. To improve reading literacy is also one of 
the national priorities in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has twice participated 
to PIRLS in 2011 and 2016. In this study is aimed to provide the com¬ 
parative analysis between content standards of Azerbaijan language 
courses at elementary education and the PIRLS international bench¬ 
marks of reading achievement. The main purpose of the investigated 
study is to analysing and drawing the attention to the reading literacy 
abilities by Azerbaijani pupils which are needed to develop and which 
need to improve. 
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